Madras Traffic Control
Government. Sub-section 3 of Section 10 runs as follows-:
"If in any year the proceeds of the tax after deducting
the sums referred to in sub-clause (1) to (IV) of
Clause (a) of sub-section (1) fall short of the aggregate
of the sums payable to local bodies of sub-clause (v) of
the said clause (a) and the sum credited to the Provincial
Government under the same sub-clause, such proceeds
shall be distributed among the local bodies and the
Provincial Government proportionately to the sums deter-
mined under clause (b) of sub-section (1) as payable to
each such local body and as creditable to the Provincial
Government under sub-clause (v) aforesaid and the deficit
shall be made good in the same proportion in the earliest
subsequent year or years in which there may be a
surplus.''
Along with this Act, the Madras Eoad Control Traffic
Act was passed. Provision was made under this Act for
the prescription of the conditions of road operation in this
Province and for the constitution of a Central and District
Transport Boards. The centralisation of all power in the
hands of the Provincial Government which was the result
of the passing of these acts caused much complaint in the
Legislature. During the progress of the discussions on
the Taxation Act, the excessive rates were condemned by
Messrs. Orchard and others. Mr. Basheer Ahmad Sayeed
characterised the taxes as onerous and championed the
cause of the motor vehicle owners by saying that they
had a right to exist as other businessmen and that such
heavy taxation would only tend to cripple them and crush
them out of existence. In replying to the criticisms
levelled at the proposals, the Prime Minister said, "We
cannot ,get centralised control without depriving the local
bodies of some degree of power which they possessed or
which we imagine they possessed. As a matter of fact,
before this Bill was introduced, the power was exercised
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